Peer Review of ECHA’s draft background documents on cobalt salts developed for  ECHA’s third Recommendation for the inclusion of substances in Annex XIV of REACH
Introduction
ECHA published their most recent recommendation for substances that should be included on Annex XIV of REACH (Authorisation list) on the 15th June 2011[footnoteRef:2]. This included five cobalt salts:  [2:  http://echa.europa.eu/consultations/authorisation/draft_recommendations/recommendations_en.asp] 

· cobalt (II) sulphate, 
· cobalt (II) dinitrate, 
· cobalt (II) diacetate, 
· cobalt dichloride and 
· cobalt (II) carbonate. 
ECHA are running a consultation on this recommendation, which concludes on the 14th of September, 2011.
The Cobalt REACH Consortium (CoRC) Secretariat wishes to collate comments on the background documents presented by ECHA to support this recommendation from companies concerned with the production or use of these compounds. wca environment limited are supporting the CoRC in developing their consultation response. The purpose of this response template is to collect structured “Peer Review” responses from Consortia Members on the technical content of the draft background documents developed for each of the five prioritised cobalt salts. 
Responses will be used to inform a CoRC response to the ECHA Annex XIV Consultation, which will be circulated to companies for comment and revision prior to submission to ECHA.
Instructions for using this response template:
· Please complete a separate template for each cobalt salt
· Please comment on individual sections of the documents in the boxes provided. If a box is left blank it will be assumed you agree with ECHA statements and that there is no comment
· Please return by email as soon as possible, and by the 18th of July at the latest to:

Peter Simpson [peter.simpson@wca-environment.com] and Carol Pettit [cpettit@thecdi.com] 

· For further information or guidance completing this template, please contact:

Peter Simpson [peter.simpson@wca-environment.com] or Erin Logan [erin.logan@wca-environment.com]


Peer Review of ECHA’s draft background documents on cobalt salts developed for  ECHA’s third Recommendation for the inclusion of substances in Annex XIV of REACH – Structured Response Template
Part 1 - Respondent information

	Company 
	AREVA

	Contact Details of Respondent/s (name, job title, address, email address etc)
	Aurélie GAMON
Environment
Les bérauds – BP 1114
26104 Romans –France
Aurelie.gamon@areva.com



	Substance
	Cobalt dichloride

	CAS number
	

	Use/s (e.g. surface treatment)
	Additive for analyses (radioactivity)



Part 2 – General Comments on the Background Documentation, including the recommendation for prioritisation.
When reviewing background documentation please comment on ALL errors, clarifications and omissions (e.g. all uses of cobalt salts relevant to responding companies should be detailed)
	Section
	Comment

	2.1 Intrinsic properties
	_

	2.2.1 Volume(s) imports/exports
	We use only 1 gram of dry salt per year. So we used the same salt since the beginning of our activity.


	2.2.2.1 Manufacture and releases from manufacture
	No manufacturing, only using. There are very few releases. No gaz release, and if there is wastes they are treated as radioactive wastes.  Thus they have a well defined path and there is no release in environment.

	2.2.2.2 Uses and releases from uses
	Cobalt dichloride is used as an entraining.
It’s used to prepare phials where there will be a solution of radioactive cobalt (Co57, Co58, Co60). We make a diluted solution in to put salt in hydrochloric acid. We pour this solution in phials, leave during 24hours, and after dry phials under hood.
Once it’s ready, we can put inside radioactive solution.

Final use is measurement.


	2.2.2.3 Geographical distribution and conclusions in terms of (organisation and communication in) supply chains
	We sell sealed sources (prepared with CoCl2) in France and Europe to : 
· nuclear industries, to radiation monitoring system calibration
· laboratories, to monitoring system calibration for environment radioactive controls (in water, plants, dust…)


	2.3 Availability of information on alternatives
	No alternative, because it’s to standardize cobalt measuring instrument. So we must used a salt of cobalt to prepare phials in glass. We can’t change the material of phials by another thig because glass is the most stable material to put radioactive solution at the end


	2.4 Existing specific Community Legislation relevant for possible exemption
	Not known


	2.5 Any other relevant information (e.g. for priority setting)
	Note : all waste are send in special issue, because they are radioactive

	3.1 Prioritisation

Specifically, please comment on:
1. Verbal Argumentative Approach
1. Scoring Approach
1. Conclusion (e.g. regulatory effectiveness)

	_



	Any other comments on the draft Background documentation
	





Part 3 –Chemical inter-changeability (mutual substitution) of cobalt salts
The prioritisation of a group of five cobalt salts is considered to be on the basis of “Regulatory Effectiveness”. This is because ECHA assume that the salts can be employed inter-changeably across uses/application. 
	Comments relating to chemical inter-changeability 
· e.g. are uses ascribed to individual salts in background documents correct?
· Is the assumption of mutual substitution valid? If so, in which applications. If not, what chemical/process/economic reasons are there to argue against this assumption?
	CoCl2 is very stable in time, and we use it in hydrochloric acid, so we need a cobalt salt with chlorine.
That means we can’t change to another salt of cobalt

Moreover all safety studies and analysis protocol was done with CoCl2.    



Part 4 – Candidates for Exemption and Continued Use
	Provide brief details (including rationale) of your company’s specific use/s of cobalt salts that you consider should be exempt from Authorisation. Please consider both “general” and “use-specific” exemptions, including limits for PPORD (see accompanying factsheet on exemptions to authorisation under REACH).
	We note that final use is measurement. So we think there is exemption as it’s describe in articles 3 et 56-3, for measurement and analysis. In practice such measures are required by french regulation.


	Provide brief details of any of your company’s uses of cobalt salts that are potentially candidates for continued use under Authorisation (i.e. would require an authorisation to be granted)
	_



Part 5 – Timetable for Authorisation
	Comments on the proposed dates for transitional arrangements (i.e. application and sunset dates)
	_

	Comments on the review periods for specific uses
	



Part 6 – Other comments
	Any further comments on the ECHA Annex XIV Consultation
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